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knowne to any of ours what businesse he went about; for he
had the right conditions of a spie, being wily, fearefull, carefull,
subtill, and never trusting any to heare what conference he had
with the general!, but delivered his minde unto him alone; and
that in such carelesse sort as if hee had answered the generall
idlely whatsoever he demanded of him. For he stood in feare of
our owne people, least they would bewray the selling of his
hennes, which covered all his comming and going to our house.
The next day the generall was sent for to the court, and the
king had conference with him about an embassage that the king
of Siam had sent him, touching the conquest of Malacca, and
with what force he would assist him by sea, if he undertooke
that service. For this king of Sumatra is able to put a very
great force of gallies to sea, if he may have but some fourre or
five moneths warning beforehand to make them ready. This
conference the generall furthered with many reasons, and tooke
an occasion to enter into talke of the Spanish1 embassadour: how
insolently proud he carried himself, and that his comming into
His Majesties kingdome and court was for no other purpose but
onely as a spie to see and discover the strength of his kingdome.
I know it well (said the king), for they are enemies of mine, as I
have beene to them; but what causeth thee to see this? The
generall answered him that he could take nothing in hand but
his spies attended upon him to marke what he went about and
to what ende. And among other things (saith he) he hath taken
a draught of his ships and meaneth to send it to Malacca, and to
procure forces to set upon him at unawares. The king smiled to
heare the generall mention these things, and said: Thou needest
not feare any strength that shall come from Malacca, for all the
strength they have there is able to doe thee no harme. The
generall answered: I doe not (said he) feare their strength what
they can doe to me1; but it may be much to my hinderance that,,
they understanding the time I meane to goe to sea, they shall
thereby bee advised to keepe themselves withing their ports, so
that I shall not be able to offend them. Is it so? said the king.
Yea, said the generall, and therefore I would intreate Your
Majestie to make stay of two of the embassadors servants that
1 Portuguese.